
Why rebel against council rules when 
you can design to excel them? 
Don�t get bogged down in a pile of 

papers telling you what you can and cannot 
do � get up and do what you can with the 
rules you read.

This garden, located in the Springthorpe 
estate in the Melbourne suburb of MacLeod, 
goes a step further, breaking boundaries to 
set a new standard for the area�s landscape 
design. The garden is design-wise, plant-wise, 
water-wise and time-wise. Owners Jan and 
Tom love their garden for all these reasons.

The landscape rules for Springthorpe are 
extensive, covering important aspects such 
as weed species that are not allowed, fence 
placement, colour and material selection. 
Springthorpe intends every garden to be a 
showcase of moral measure and enlightened 
environmental effort.

Yet it is clear that not every garden in the 
estate complies with this vision. It seems that 
for some people, letting go of European and 
English-style plantings is a dif�cult task. Yet 
where a challenge presents, exciting design 

opportunity can await. Often, the tougher the 
council restraints, the more outstanding the 
design response becomes.

By adhering to the council regulations and, 
further, by challenging them, this garden is 
wise in many ways.

It was important that the garden, nestled as 
it is in a pocket of remnant bushland next to 
the Latrobe wildlife reserve, be sympathetic to 
the surrounding landscape. The front garden 
in particular, with its native trees, grasses and 
groundcovers, captures the sense of place and 
encourages views out to the reserve.

Initially, the front garden area seemed 
deceptively large. The property�s front title 
boundary, however, was set back eight metres 
from the street, leaving only six metres of the 
owner�s property in which to plant and create 
access paths to the front door. This could have 
meant creating a sharply divided line between 
the garden bed on the client�s land and the 
huge expanse of lawn over the eight-metre 
nature strip remaining on council�s land. Yet 
this seemed a rather unsustainable design 
solution for a sustainable-minded estate.

The answer was to approach council with a 
design that took advantage of planting beyond 
the title boundary and into council land. This 
was a wise idea. Client-wise, it meant there 
were more usable spaces and deeper views 
into the garden from the house, by using the 
land as the borrowed landscape. From the 
council�s point of view, it meant the streetscape 
view was softened immensely, adding value to 
the estate and bringing leading inspiration for 
other homeowners to follow.

Planting out the expansive nature strip 
also removed the council�s responsibility to 
maintain the lawn, with the maintenance of the 
garden beds now the owner�s responsibility.

The council agreed to the boundary-
breaking design as long as it met two criteria. 
The �rst point was to keep a distance of 
1600mm between the street curb and any 
garden beds on council land to maintain 
pedestrian access. The second was to ensure 
the plantings in the nature strip were less than 
600mm high to create clear sight lines for 
vehicular traf�c.

In place of lawn, a stream of the native 
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By pushing the boundaries, you can achieve a 

drought-tolerant garden with a difference
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